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September 2026
Dear Parent/Carer

RE: HOLIDAY/LEAVE OF ABSENCE IN TERM TIME. | am writing to all parents to inform you that last
academic year 1082 sessions of learning were lost due to families taking children out of school in term
time. This has decreased by 515 sessions from the last academic year which is brilliant to see.

In line with government guidelines Bridgewater School will not authorise any holiday or leave of absence
requests in term time. All requests will be passed on to the Local Authority who may decide to take legal
action against you and issue you with a Fixed Penalty notice.

1st Offence - £160 per adult per child reduced to £80 per adult per child if paid within 21 days.
2" Offence — £160 per adult per child with no reduction for early payment.
3 Offence — Referral to court.

Offences transfer across local authorities and cover a 3 year rolling period.

If you are planning a holiday/leave of absence in term time you must complete a holiday/leave of
absence request form providing the date you leave, when you plan to return and why you want to take
your child out of school. If your child does not return by the date stated they may lose their place. If you
fail to inform the school you intend to take your child out of school for holiday/leave of absence your child
may lose their place and be reported to the Local Authority as missing from education.

| am aware that the majority of pupils attend school regularly and take holidays outside of the school
term however it is important for all parents to be aware of the impact any absence may have on your
child’s education and the potential consequences of this. If you would like to discuss this matter further
please do not hesitate to contact me at school on 0191 2745290.

Kind Regards
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Mrs S Robson
Head Teacher
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