
What was it like to be a 
Viking?

To begin our learning, we used 
maps and other information 
sources to find out about the 

Vikings.

Where did they 
come from?

When did they 
come?

How did they 
travel?



We learnt about the Viking raid on Lindisfarne in 
AD 793.

We watched videos of re-enactments of the 
Vikings travelling to the island and beginning 

their approach to the priory. 
We thought about what the experience would 

have been like from the different perspectives of 
the Viking soldiers and of the monks who lived 

there.

We visited Lindisfarne to walk around the priory.
We also used maps to try and find our locations 

based on the things we could see in the area 
around us.

We also used a historical source of evidence to think about 
what that tells us about the raiders.



Although discussed some of the reasons that the Vikings chose to come to Britain. We learnt that 
not everyone was a vicious raider! Many Vikings were farmers or villagers looking for better land 

to live on.
We worked in pairs to read some “quotes” from Vikings to decide what their reason for coming to 

Britain was.

We also thought of our own “quotes” which different types of Viking people might have said as 
their reason for coming to Britain.



We looked at some of the jobs in 
more detail.

We learnt about the type of 
clothing Vikings wore – both 
warriors and typical villagers.



Our final piece of work was to work in our table groups to create a model Viking settlement. We made sure to 
include the main features; being near a river, having a big chief house and having farmland.

We also added facts around our village to show ‘What was it like to be a Viking?’
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