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What was the impact of the Anglo 

Saxon settlement in Britain? 

We began by learning about where, when and why the Anglo Saxons invaded 

Britain. We made links to previous learning about the Romans and what Britain 

was like when they had been in charge and began to think about how the Anglo-

Saxon’s might have changed things. We thought about some questions that we 

would like to find out more about the Anglo Saxons. 

We looked at various clues to 

give us a better understanding 

about why the Anglo Saxons 

invaded Britain. We discussed 

and thought about how these 

reasons have push and pull 

factors. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learnt about how many place names in Britain come from when the 

Anglo Saxons settled. We worked in pairs to try and match up different 

place names to their root meanings.   

 

We were interested to find out that some of the other words we use 

today came from Old English, which was used by the Anglo-Saxons. We 

matched up some modern day English words to their Old English word 

origins. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

We visited Jarrow Hall where we got to explore and find out about many 

Anglo-Saxon artefacts. We had a workshop where we learnt how to use a 

spindle and loom like the Anglo Saxons would have used, to make clothing.  

We also learnt about weapons and battles, even taking part in a mini battle 

ourselves!  

We loved exploring the Anglo Saxon farm and village, where we learnt about 

the animals they kept and why. We got to see what their buildings and homes 

were like and loved hearing some of the Anglo Saxon story Beowulf whilst 

sitting around the fire in the chief’s hall. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back in school, we worked 

in pairs on the computer 

to show off the things we 

had learnt about life on 

Anglo Saxon villages and 

farms.  

We then learnt about Anglo-Saxon gods and their religion of Paganism. We 

used the internet to research the different gods to find out more about 

them. 

We learnt that some of our days of the week came from the Anglo Saxon 

gods, and that there are some similarities with our festivals and traditions 

today to those from the Anglo-Saxon times. 
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Finally, we gathered all of our learning to create an e-book in pairs, to show 

the impact of the Anglo Saxon settlement. We also had group discussions 

about which impact we felt was the most significant.   

We learnt about the missions of 

some Saints who came to Britain 

to try and convert the people to 

Christianity.  

 

We looked at a famous 

archaeological dig in Sutton Hoo, 

where many Anglo Saxon 

artefacts were found. We chose 

four of the artefacts to make 

deductions about who was likely 

buried in the ship.  


