Penguins — Enquiry based learning — Spring 2026

“Why did the Great Fires of Newcastle/London
spread so quickly?”

At the start off the topic:
To introduce our topic, we hegan by learning key facts about
the Great Fires of London, including key dates, times and key

people. We used timelines to support us in owr understanding of

Prophet . . e
Muhammed Timeline of Key Events
born (570)
Birth of
L Gun Powder
Jesus Battl Queen Elizabeth Victoria becomes
Hastmq:(?(f)ﬁh) Black Death 1 becomes Plot (1605) Queen (1837)

Vikings invade
Britain (787)

(1347-50s) Queen (1558) &
bR / \ A

5 o€ ’
~
< LS
& 4
et Doomsday Wei of the Roces {orence Nightingale
s Book (1086) o ursing School
5 C | Founded (1860)
First airplane Pluto ‘ a a v 4 L:)ndu'\ COVID-19 global
flight (1903) Discovered First Lego Miner s in Olympic pandemic spreads
th (1930) patented (1958) i Qames (2012) (2020)
o First A Second r (1984 :20 1985) W UKwotsto e
g Worldwar (@) World War % Beatles W leavetheEU 3@ %
(1914 t0 1918) W (1939 to 1945) break up (1970) ol (2016) f m
woo [wio |w0 |wse  |weo  |wso 1960 1970 1980 |we0  |2000 |2010 2020
Titanic Winston Churchill g, Elizabeth Mother Theresa [ England
Sinks (1912) Prime Minister 2" becomes awarded Nobel win their
(1940 to 1945) ﬂ Que: 53) =™ Peace Prize (1979) ‘Nelson Mandela first Men's

First Man on
the Moon (1969)

Tim Peake M
travels into I

space to the
15.S. (2015)

Tomb of
ankhamun
found (1922)

Cricket World
Cup (2019)

released from
Prison (1990)

Windrush arrives
at Tilbury

kg
uj— Docks (1948)




After, we used non-fiction hooks and the IPads to do our own
research in small groups. We learned how to scan QR codes to
go to relevant wehsites and videos. Also, we watched videos
their equipment and their careers. We used these to compare
how fires are fought in 1666 and in 1854.




We wutched videos using the Ipads and played games to help




Next steps:

Next, we discussed and recorded what we had learnt in small

groups. We compared and contrusted how fires were fought in
1666, how it developed into 1854 and then how we do it today.




Careers links:

We linked owr topic to the rol;e of a firefighter today. We leant
about the essential skillss that people need to he a successful
Jirefighter. We had a virtual tour of a firestation and saw what
wduy/wukemﬂwh}eoﬁ }Lr%ghter




Visit to the Discovery Museum

To support owr learning, we visited the Discovery museum. We
were lucky enough to take part in @ workshop with a historian,
John. We learnt more about the Great Fire of Newcastle and
Gateshead, looked at Victorian artefacts and even performed our
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Presenting owr research/Examples of end products:

Finally, we made a poster to show what we found out and to
present owr research. We drew some illustrations to show the
changes that have occwred during the times of the Great Fires.
During our ERIC sessions, we showed our posters and read out
what we had leamt to support our Speaking and listening skills.
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